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Talking Notes MAY (v2) 3 Fields – Finchingfield 27 May @ 7.00pm 

County  

The ECC Local Highways Panel (LHP) process is now 
suspended – but may now be resurrected with more 
hoops and only for “existing plans”.   

The petition launched to highlight this issue has 
now exceeded 350 signatories and Gt Bardfield are 
aligned too – and keen to see what ECC says. 

 

 

 

 

 

County & District (Essex devo and LGR)  

UK Govt response to the Essex Council leaders proposal – 7 MAY  

Our next opportunity to comment (but not vote) on the Essex devo and Local Govt 
reorganization will be September 2025 – when we hope to learn the number and scale of 
Unitary Authorities which will make-up Greater Essex 
Combined County Authority (GECCA). 

 

GOVT responses to key questions raised are cut and pasted 
here 

 

3. Capacity funding support  

You (Essex Leaders) asked for capacity funding support from the government to 
cover the costs of preparatory work, estimated between £5m to £7.5m, acknowledging 
these costs come on top of existing service pressures. £7.6 million will be made 
available in the form of local government reorganisation proposal development 
contributions, to be split across the 21 areas. Further information will be provided on 
this funding shortly 
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10. Funding reforms  

You  (Essex Leaders) asked for temporary protection from any negative impacts of the 
government's proposed funding reforms during the transition period, seeking stability to 
accommodate financial adjustments. Government recently consulted on finance 
reforms and confirmed that some transitional protections will be in place to support 

areas to their new allocations. Further details on finance reform 
proposal(s) and transition measures will be consulted on after 
the Spending Review in June. We are open to discussing 
assumptions further if we can assist in financial planning 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Debt [£1.5bn]  

You (Essex Leaders) asked about the treatment of debt, particularly for Thurrock, to 
ensure new unitary councils are not unfairly burdened by legacy debt, and to discuss 
potential tax rises to support Council Tax equalisation. We note the desire for clarity 
and further discussions around the area’s debt position We have set out the 
Government’s approach to Thurrock Council’s debt as detailed at Annex B. 
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6. Discussions with other government departments  

You (Essex Leaders) asked for access to and facilitation of discussions with other 
government departments, emphasising the importance of direct communication with 
key departments to test operating models. Rebecca Griffith, your MHCLG point 
person, will be able to support your engagement with other government departments, 
and MHCLG colleagues will continue to work with HMT on issues regarding debt in 
Thurrock. 

 

Latest Update can be found here (7 May 2025) 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/about-council/plans-and-strategies/our-vision-
essex/devolution-and-local-government-0 

 

GECCA Next Steps  

Autumn 2025 – GECCA reps submit full plans to UK Govt re xUAs? 

2026 – “Greater Essex Consultation” – Public  

8 MAY 2026 – Greater Essex Regional Mayor Election (direct)  

MAY 2027 – Election of Shadow Authorities (Regional Mayoral 

plus xUA’s  

APR 2028 (or later…) – xUA’s Go-Live 

 

 

DISTRICT  
 
Unusual Corporate Policy Development Committee meeting on 9 April  
 

• BDC to “borrow for bins (~£3m)”  
• ECC “bill to burn contingency for ETS Carbon (~£25m p.a.)” – Black bin 

waste treatment change 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/about-council/plans-and-strategies/our-vision-essex/devolution-and-local-government-0
https://www.essex.gov.uk/about-council/plans-and-strategies/our-vision-essex/devolution-and-local-government-0
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ECC has extended the consultation on a new range of proposed planning changes 
by the Incinerator Operator.  Residents can comment on these proposals until  TUE 
27 MAY 2025.  See FB CllrsAultandStaines for details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Local Plan Refresh  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAYOR 
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Sites are still being added… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 Fields Ward Update  

 

 
19 JUNE 2025  

Finchingfield Parish Council   3 mins 

Cllr Ault       3 mins 

Cllr Staines       3 mins 

Will other Parishes need our help? 

Also other dates…24 Sept (Wethersfield?)  
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Finchingfield Parish  

 

Mark and Bev have been busy litter picking and prettying  

 

Michael and Mark were honoured to play small roles in the brilliant VE80 day – 

which was utterly fantastic, especially the accessibility and inclusivity of interest 

for all age groups. 
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Tractor Run Sunday 11 May  


