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Talking Notes FEBv3  

County  A 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow GECCA developments here www.essexlgrhub.org 

UK Govt will also decide the number of Unitary Authorities 

Within Greater Essex Combined County Authority  

MAR 2026  (3,4 or 5) or will they? 

? 
UK Govt confirms ESSEX COUNTY 
COUNCIL ELECTIONS will take place 
on 7 MAY 2026. 

 
The 3 Fields & Great Notley boundary has expanded to include 
some developments to the North of the A120 and Notley High 
School and Braintree 6th Form – which we consider positive.   

Residents in THREE FIELDS and RAYNE wards can achieve a 
simple one-stop-shop for ALL their Local Govt Needs across 
District and County scope BEFORE any Unitary is set-up by 
electing an Independent County Cllr alongside existing 
Independent District Cllrs; Ann, Mark and Michael – all part of 
the Independent network.   

Cllrs can hold a County & District role at the same time  

 

 

  

 

UK Govt may now hold Greater Essex Combined County Authority 
MAYORAL Election in MAY 2028 – after the establishment of the 
Unitary Authorities - which we consider much more sensible. 

 

 

UK Govt now also appear more open to reviewing the relationship between Parish 
Councils and their preferred model of Delivery Committees [following the 
publication of a new report by the Local Policy Innovation Partnership 
(LPIP), The Future of Local Democracy – Devolution and the Need 
to Empower Parish and Town Councils – [with input from NALC] – which 
is also welcomed. 
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County  A.1 

Has Norfolk County Council WITHDRAWN from 
UK Govt’s Devolution Priority Program?  
Will Essex County Council consider withdrawing too - until it gets funding and planning 
for  

1. A12 widening? 
2. A12 to A120 link?  
3. Graded Galleys Corner roundabout? 
4. AND a reduced / needs based  

housing allocation?   
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County B 

Puzzled how Essex got “Green” Roads Rating?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is a very good job we don’t measure  
NHS performance like this i.e. 

• Spend on planned operations vs A&E  
• Capped A&E spend at 40% – irrespective of demand   
• Not a waiting list in sight… 

Table 6a Number of potholes reported and outstanding for more than one year 
– there is NO Table 6a… 

Under 1% of ECC roads projected 
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2% projected 
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County C  
Buses no change 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Zone Bus User Group – Spring Public meeting will be 
announced shortly…in the meantime what about doing this 
survey for you (or somebody else) +65years or with a 
disability? 

  
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/EssexBusSurvey/?fbclid=IwY2xjawP1af9leHRuA2Flb
QIxMABicmlkETAwbzVHaGNmbmhEd3lFMElZc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODI
wMDg5MgABHpZbaO57wvMyf1n_trmgVaD_jtL6vs9k_IXCnvr2xrdA__RbiunGJjt8Bnc0_ae
m_n0eUsLdiEcGxyRwWAxj5wQ 
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 District : Local Plan Review   

 
A 6 week consultation on the Preferred Sites and Policies agreed by Braintree District 
Full Council meeting on 2 Feb for period 2033 – 2041 will start shortly [expected 25 FEB 
2026]. 
 
We will brief residents on how to contribute to BDC and other groups as necessary – 
response volumes are expected to be very high.   
 
As this is likely to be BDC’s last Local Plan before being incorporated into a Unitary 
Authority – where planning decisions will devolved away from communities - we would 
like to see this consultation achieve the highest number of responses in BDC’s history. 
 

• BDC has been unable to push-back on the top-down UK Govt Housing target. 
• BDC has been unable to secure planning or funding for A12 improvement or A12 

– A120 dual link. 
• BDC will be subject to more top-down National Planning Policy changes - which 

may arect the current preferred sites after the end of the public consultation 
and or before / during the Reg 19 Inspection process. 

• The process will change completely again on the election of Mayor of Greater 
Essex currently in 2028 – but even if delayed – will still be BEFORE BDC’s last 
Local Plan is set to be implemented in 2033.  

 
The current UK Govt deadline for approved District Plans remains is 31 DEC 2026. 
 
BDC’s revised Local Plan Review timetable now looks like this 
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District’s Budget Proposal to freeze their small element of Council Tax 
was passed on MON 16 Feb 2026  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will the freeze undermine longer-term resilience? 

And make the jump to harmonized GECCA council Taxes bigger in future?  

Prevent / delay planning and implementation of VITAL new Parishes ahead 
of Unitary (including in the new 3 Fields & Gt Notley Division)? 

Enough put aside to push out Home OPice Wethersfield and enforce if 
necessary?  

Enough put aside to cover any issues with the emerging Local Plan and its 
>60% bet on one development; Kings Dene Kelvedon – to reach the UK Govt 
Target? 
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District – The Home OJice’s Special Development Order allowing the 
use of Wethersfield to accommodate Asylum seekers expires in Spring 
2027…. 

We will be sharing how residents can help expedite Home OPice exit in the 
coming weeks - including participation in the Local Plan Review 
consultation : LPR 38 [Wethersfield Site development plan] and other 
opportunities too.  

We will be supporting the referendum of the Finchingfield and Wethersfield 
Neighborhood Plan to ensure a resident lead development plan for entire 
Wethersfield site swiftly follows the Home OPice exit.  

 

 


