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Talking Notes MAR v2 

County  A 

 

 

 

 
 
 
County B  

UK GOVT Ministry of 
Housing, Communities 
and Local Government 
(MHCLG) – expected to 
announce a “minded to” 
on the number of Unitary 
Authorities for Essex …. 
(betting is now closed).  

 
County C  
Public sessions by the North Zone Bus User 
Group will be held across the zone in the Spring 
 

 

 

 

 
 

? 
ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTIONS  

will take place on 7 MAY 2026. 
 

Registered Postal Voters will receive their packs next week.  You can 
register to VOTE (in person) or for a postal vote for 7 May County Election 
until 20 April. 
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…in the meantime what 
about doing this survey for 

you (or somebody else) +65years or with a 
disability? 
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/EssexBusSurvey/?fbclid=IwY2xjawP1af9leHRuA2Flb
QIxMABicmlkETAwbzVHaGNmbmhEd3lFMElZc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODI
wMDg5MgABHpZbaO57wvMyf1n_trmgVaD_jtL6vs9k_IXCnvr2xrdA__RbiunGJjt8Bnc0_ae
m_n0eUsLdiEcGxyRwWAxj5wQ 
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 County D  

ESSEX SAFER SPEEDS 

STRATEGY CONSULTATION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 Cllr Mark AULT and Cllr Michael STAINES        INDEPENDENT          3 Fields   MAR 2026  

District : Local Plan Review   

 
The 6 week consultation on the Preferred Sites and Policies agreed by Braintree District 
Full Council meeting on 2 Feb for period 2033 – 2041 is now LIVE and will close          
5pm on Friday 17 April 2026.  
 
We will brief residents on how to contribute to BDC 
and other groups as necessary – response volumes 
are expected to be very high.   
 
As this is likely to be BDC’s last Local Plan before 
being incorporated into a bigger Unitary Authority – 
where planning decisions will devolved away from 
communities - we would like to see this consultation 
achieve the highest number of responses in BDC’s 
history. 
 

• BDC has been unable to push-back on the top-
down UK Govt Housing target. 

• BDC has been unable to secure planning or 
funding for A12 improvement or A12 – A120 
dual link. 

• BDC will be subject to more top-down 
National Planning Policy changes - which may 
akect the current preferred sites after the end 
of the public consultation and or before / 
during the Reg 19 Inspection process. 

• The process will change completely again on 
the election of Mayor of Greater Essex 
currently in 2028 – but even if delayed – will 
still be likely BEFORE BDC’s last Local Plan is 
set to be implemented in 2033.  

 
The current UK Govt deadline for approved District Plans remains 31 DEC 2026. 
BDC’s revised Local Plan Review timetable now looks like this 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No events 
in 3 Fields… 
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Parish  
 
X7 Braintree District Parishes were represented at 
this session and we look forward to growing the 
Parish Network of VAS equipment and expertise 
in the coming weeks and months.  
 
 
 
 

Cllr.mstaines@braintree.gov.
uk 


