May 2026 update , ‘}\{ Finchingfield and Wethersfield
. Neighbourhood Plan

WE

The next stage of our Neighbourhood Plan (NP) has begun! After a long
wait for various due diligence steps to be completed, Braintree District Council (BDC) have just
begun their Public Consultation on our Regulation 16 draft. This reflects the NP’s team careful
consideration of all the comments we received on previous versions.

The consultation is open until 5pm on Wednesday 1st July 2026. Please note that this
consultation stage is run entirely by BDC. The Parish councils or the NP team can answer
queries but all feedback must go directly to BDC.

The draft Plan can be viewed online:
- BDC’s website https://www.braintree.gov.uk/policyconsultation
- Finchingfield and Wethersfield Neighbourhood Plan website https://www.fw-np.org
(please allow a couple of days for our website to be updated)

Hard copies of the documents and response forms are also available at:
- Wethersfield Shop, Old Mill Chase, Wethersfield, CM7 4EB Mon-Fri (except
Wednesdays) 10.00-16.00, Tuesdays 18-20.00, Saturdays 10-13.00, Sundays 10-11.00
- Freshwell Health Centre, Wethersfield Road, Finchingfield, CM7 4BQ Mon-Fri 8.00-
18.30
- Braintree Council Offices, Causeway House, Bocking End CM7 9HB during opening
hours.

What happens next?

After the consultation, the NP draft and evidence are considered by an external examiner. If
approved, a local referendum will then follow and if the plan is supported by most of the votes
it will be adopted as part of the Development Plan for Braintree.

What else is happening?

Finchingfield and Wethersfield Parish councils are working hard to start the rest of the 14-point
Action Plan in our Neighbourhood Plan that addresses some of the concerns you told us about
last Autumn, such as protecting our community assets (including pubs), helping local
businesses, and improving public transport, footways, and danger points. If you have any
questions, please email the NPT at fwnpteam@gmail.com, contact us via Facebook, check out
our website https://www.fw-np.org/ or go along to your next Parish Council meeting.
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